
Interpreting the Constitution Name: 

They do? Great! But hang on… What does that mean? 

Pencils? Paper? Crayons? How can you tell which school 

supplies are “necessary” and “useful?” 

Look at the pictures below. Circle everything you think is a 

“necessary and useful” school supply. 

Anticipation Activity 



Name: 

Interpretation Activity — 8th 

Interpreting the Constitution 
Hey! That’s Cruel and Unusual! (Or is it…?) 

The 8th Amendment prevents the government from giving people “cruel and 

unusual punishments.” But what does that mean? How do you know when a 

punishment is “cruel” and “unusual”?   

Each of the following cases happened in real life and was heard by the United 

States Supreme Court. Read each one, and check YES if you think it describes a 

“cruel and unusual” punishment. Check NO if you think it does not. 

q q q q  

 8th  

Amendment 
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Name: Interpreting the Constitution 
“I Take the Fifth!” 

The 5th Amendment says the government cannot “compel” (force) a person “to 

be a witness against himself.” But how do you know when someone is being 

“compelled”? When are you being a “witness” against yourself?   

Each of the following cases happened in real life and was heard by the United 

States Supreme Court. Read each one, and check YES if you think the person 

has been compelled to be a witness against him/herself. Otherwise check NO. 

 5th  

Amendment 

Interpretation Activity — 5th 
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