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CtaCk the following courts with the trial court on
the bottom and the highest court oh the top:

Court of Appeals Supreme Court  District Court



CtaCk the following courts with the trial court on
the bottom and the highest court oh the top:

Supreme Court

That is ]
correct!

O Court of Appeals

District Court

Time for word sCramble #1!



Freddy Federal and State Court Sam both have
cases that heed to g0 t0 court! However, Freddy
has a federal Case, while Sam has a State Case.

Freddy Federal Ctate Court Sam




How do you Khow if @ Case Will be a
federal Case Or g State Ccase?

Freddy Federal Ctate Court Sam




The federal system deals with Cases about
laws that apply to the whole (Jnited States.

Freddy Federal Some examples might be:




The federal system deals with Cases about
laws that apply to the whole (Jnited States.

Freddy Federal Some examples might be:

v Disputes about the Constitution
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The federal system deals with Cases about
laws that apply to the whole (Jnited States.

Freddy Federal

Some examples might be:

v Disputes about the Constitution
v Disputes about immigration




5 i

The federal system deals with Cases about
laws that apply to the whole (Jnited States.

Freddy Federal

Some examples might be:

v Disputes about the Constitution
v Disputes about immigration
v Disputes about a (J.S. law

Time for word sCramble #2!



A state’s court system only deals with
laWs From that state.

Some examples might be: State Court Sam




A state’s court system only deals with
laWs From that state.

Some examples might be: State Court Sam

v Disputes about property




A state’s court system only deals with
laWs From that state.

Some examples might be: State Court Sam

v Disputes about property
v Disputes about accidents




A state’s court system only deals with
laWs From that state.

Some examples might be: State Court Sam

v Disputes about property
v Disputes about accidents
v Prosecuting someone for a Crime

Time for word sCramble #3!



A Tale of Two Cases:

=

Both Freddy Federal and State Court Sam
live in the State of Hawaii.

Ctate Court Sam



Hey Freddy! Let’s go
to court together!

Freddy Federal Ctate Court Sam




HOld on! Can Freddy Federal and State Court
GSam go to court together?

Even though they both live inh Hawaii, Will their
cases start in the same court?

Freddy Federal Ctate Court Sam

(Hint: This is a Yes or no question.)



A Tale of Two Cases:

( Sam will take his Case through the Hawaii
N O court system. Hawaii has its own system of
State courts. (SO does every other state.)

Gtate Court Sam
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Time for word sCramble #¢!



o

Which court system will Freddy’s Case be heard in?

A. Hawaii’s state court system
B. The federal court system

Freddy Federal



Which court system will Freddy’s Case be heard in?

A. Hawaii’s state court system
@ The federal court system

Freddy Federal



Which court system will Sam’s Case be heard in?

A. Hawaii’s state court system
B. The federal court system

Ctate Court Sam
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Which court system will Sam’s Case be heard in?

Hawaii’s state court system

B. The federal court system

Sorry, Fred! Guess we
can’t go to court together
after all.

Ctate Court Sam



A Tale of Two Cases:

=

Hawaii has its own state courts that deal
with Hawaii’s laws.

Ctate Court Sam

Time for word SCramble #5!



A Tale of Two Cases: W

Hawaii has its own trigl courts. ..

In Hawaij, there are different kinds
of trial courts with different names.
If you go to the website for your
state’s judiciary, it will tell you whx
your state’s trial courts are called,

That’s where I'll
start—in a state
trial court!

Ctate Court Sam



A Tale of Two Cases:

And its own Court of Appeals . . .

In Hawaii, this is called the
Intermediate Court of Appeals.

Your state might have a different
name for its Court of Appeals.

If I lose in the trial
court, I'll bring my
case here!

Ctate Court Sam



A Tale of Two Cases:

=FLIe

And its own Supreme Court!

Your state might call its
highest court by a
different name.

I hope I win before I
get this far!

Ctate Court Sam

Time for word SCramble #6!



Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

1) Does Hawaii have its own trigl courts?

A. Yes
B. No

Uh-oh... Tcan't
remember!



Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

1) Does Hawaii have its own trigl courts?

Yes

B. No

I remember now!



Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

2) Do all states have their very own trial courts?

A. Yes
B. No

I think I know
this one...



Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

2) Do all states have their very own trial courts?

Yes

B. No

I got it right!




Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

3) Does Hawaii have its own Court of Appeals
and Supreme Court?

A. Yes
B. No

I'm starting to
catch on...




Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

3) Does Hawaii have its own Court of Appeals
and Supreme Court?

Yes

Woo-hoo! B. No




Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

4) DO all states Call their highest court the
“CSupreme Court?”

A. Yes
B. No

Oh, no! This one
Is tricky!




Help State Court Sam remember how the state
court system works.

4) DO all states Call their highest court the
“CSupreme Court?”

A. Yes

O

(Remember: Different states may Call
their courts by different hames.)

Whew! That was
a hard one.




What about me?
I live in Hawaii, Do I go
to court in Hawairl too?

Freddy Federal

(What do you think? Are there any federal courts in
Hawaii? Hint: This is another yes or no question!)



A Tale of Two Cases:

Every state has at least
one U. S. District Court.
Yours does too!

My federal case will
start right here in the
District Court.

Freddy Federal

Time for word sCramble #7!



Help Freddy unhderstand what’s g£oing on.

1s the District Court part of the
Hawaii state court system?

A. Yes
B. No




Help Freddy unhderstand what’s g£oing on.

1s the District Court part of the
Hawaii state court system?

A. Yes

O

(Remember: The federal system is
separate from the state systems.)




Help Freddy unhderstand what’s g£oing on.

1 the District Court is hot part
Of HaWwaii’s court system, why do
you thihk there is g DistriCt
Court in Hawalii?
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Help Freddy unhderstand what’s going on.

1 the District Court is hot part
Of Hawaii’s court system, why do
you thihk there is g DistriCt
Court in Hawalii?

(District Courts are the trial courts for
the federal system. [LOtS Of people g0
there! Tt would make things difficult if
people had to travel very far to find a
District Court.)



If Freddy loses in the (J.S. District Court,
what court Cah he appeal to?

A. He can go straight to the (J.S. Supreme Court
B. He Can appeal to a J.S. Court of Appeals

C. He Can try again in the same DistriCt Court

D. He can appeal to the Hawaii Court of Appeals




If Freddy loses in the (J.S. District Court,
what court Cah he appeal to?

A. He Can go straight to the {J.S. Supreme Court

H

He can appeal t0 a {J.§. Court of Appeals
He Cah try agaih in the same District Court
H

e Cah appeal to Hawaii’s Court of Appeals

C.
D.

Time for word sCramble #8!



Is there a U.S. Court of
Appeals in Hawaii too?

Freddy Federal

What do you think? Should there be a J.S. Court of
Appeals ih every state?

DO you thinhk everyonhe wWho has a Case ih the District
Court also goes to the Court of Appeals?
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The U.S. Court of Appeals
/s divided into region

o called "circuits.”
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Hey!
Wheres the




ow manhy Circuits are there?

11

That wasn't
so hard.
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The 9th Circuit has 9 states!!
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Hawaii is in the 9th Circuit. Do
you thihk Freddy Cah appeal to a
10t Circuit Court of Appeals if
he wahts to?

(This is ahother yes or ho guestion.)

S0



Sorry, Fred. You can only
appeal to the Circuit where
your District Court is located.
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There is at least one
Court of Appeals in ea

circuit.

o -qﬁtih

\
S
5
o
R

T [ [
]

3

N

S
h
3
s

\7%

-l
N
]

R
s

G
R
"'-.\"'_\__-\-. =
NN
X
i ,\__-"H.___-"\-.
"-.__"-_::__-": N
It
R
S

e 1 "
e R

O O
= " . -

e, e L

K = L

P, P, Fa o T

-.-.h.-‘;.




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

A

Py
Ay

A

\
.}J.}Eg'ﬁ'

D
S
\
N\

o
-l

N
]

e e A e
.

A

)
N
TR
S

3d CirCuit >

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

< =
- :-:.

- -
oL gl
-

S
NN
o, %,
|

I,‘-
I
[
1
I
-.|—-;r'-r.::l-..
1
L
11

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

A

Py
Ay

A

\
.}J.}Eg'ﬁ'

D
S
\
N\

o
-l

N
]

e e A e
.

A

)
N
TR
S

3d CirCuit >

15t CirCcuit
2hd Circuit

< =
- :-:.

- -
oL gl
-

S
NN
o, %,
|

I,‘-
I
[
1
I
-.|—-;r'-r.::l-..
1
L
11

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

A

Py
Ay

A

\
.}J.}Eg'ﬁ'

D
S
\
N\

o
-l

N
]

e e A e
.

A

)
N
TR
S

34 Circuit >

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

< =
- :-:.

- -
oL gl
-

S
NN
o, %,
|

I,‘-
I
[
1
I
-.|—-;r'-r.::l-..
1
L
11

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

A

Py
Ay

A

\
.}J.}Eg'ﬁ'

D
S
\
N\

o
-l

N
]

e e A e
.

A

)
N
TR
S

3d CirCuit >

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

< =
- :-:.

- -
oL gl
-

S
NN
o, %,
|

I,‘-
I
[
1
I
-.|—-;r'-r.::l-..
1
L
11

b Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

A

Py
Ay

A

\
.}J.}Eg'ﬁ'

D
S
\
N\

o
-l

N
]

e e A e
.

A

)
N
TR
S

3d CirCuit >

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

< =
- :-:.

- -
oL gl
-

S
NN
o, %,
|

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

by - -
e e NN W

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

A

Py
Ay

A

\
.}J.}Eg'ﬁ'

D
S
\
N\

o
-l

N
]

e e A e
.

A

)
N
TR
S

3d CirCuit >

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

< =
- :-:.

- -
oL gl
-

S
NN
o, %,
|

I,‘-
I
[
1
I
-.|—-;r'-r.::l-..
1
L
11

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

A

Py
Ay

A

.}J.}Eg".?f

ﬁ
R

\

\
My

Py

o
-l

N
]

e e A e
.

A

)
N
TR
S

3d CirCuit >

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

< =
- :-:.

- -
oL gl
-

S
NN
o, %,
|

I,‘-
I
[
1
I
-.|—-;r'-r.::l-..
1
L
11

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




g Circuit 7 Circuit

3d CirCuit >

e

]
SR

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

- -
oL gl
-

P

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

PJ

110 Circuit




g Circuit i Circuit

3d CirCuit >

A

A

e

ST

=

Vi

\
S

TR

. H“‘*‘-‘E%

P

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

- -
oL gl
-

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

‘7‘\
\

\‘“::b

110 Circuit




g% CirCuit 5o Circuit

i
A
N

Py
Ay

.}J.}Eg".?f

S
S
B

%x::: S
o

m

N

o
-l

N
]

e [ P e
S

A

)
N
TR
S

S
N
o, %,
|

3d CirCuit >

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

- -
oL gl
-

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

by - -
e N e T

‘7‘\
\

PJ

176 Circuit




gth Circuit

7th CirCuit

3d CirCuit >

A

A

e

ST

=

Vi

\
S

TR

. H“‘*‘-‘E%

P

15t CirCcuit
2nd Circuit

- -
oL gl
-

3

&

¢th Circuit

6th Circuit

Y

&é/'

11t0 Circuit

Time for word sCramble #10!



But I still don’t know if I
can go to a U.S. Court of
Appeals in Hawair!

Freddy Federal
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Not every state has a U.S. Court of Appeals. Often,
people must travel to get to the place where their
Circuit Court of Appeals usually sits.

However, sometimes the Court will travel, too! Ti

Court in most circuits will spend a few days a year in
places away from its usual locations.




That means I can go to a
U.S. Court of Appeals in
Hawair!

Not so fast, Freddy...

Freddy Federal



An meortan’c o‘ce a’oou‘c the ‘ufaveh g court

The 9" Circuit calendar for 2010 includes
only 8 aays in Hawaii! That means, most

likely, Freddy will have to travel
If he wants to take his case to the
U.S. Court of Appeals.




OK—enough of this Court
of Appeals stuff. What if
I want to go to the United
States Supreme Court?

Now you'll have to travel
for sure...

Freddy Federal
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Time for word sCramble #11!
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upreme Court Motto:
“Have Court, Won't Travel.”
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*ThiS is hot the actual Supreme Court motto.

Washington, D.C.

Time for word sCramble #12!
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If Freddy wants to go to the Supreme Court,
he will get to learh a fuh hew word:

Certiorari!

That’s the Supreme Court’s power to
choose which cases it wants to hear.

Freddy Federal
Gay it: SUR - show —RAH - ree

Time for word sCramble #13!



We m’cewup’c t’/us ta[e Jco ask a very meortant

ques’uon:

If State Court Sam wants to take his Case to
the Hawaii Supreme Court, do you think the
Court Cah Choose whether to hear his Case?

/




The Hawaii Supreme Court gets to choose
which cases it wants to hear, just like the
U.S. Supreme Court does. This |
true in most states.

I hope they take
my case!



Meet Freddy Federal’s sister, Freida Federal!
Freida lives in Florida.

08
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Freida Federal
deral
Freddy Fe

ma@w
Hawaii

(9th Circuit)

Florida —

(22t0 Circuit)



1f Freddy brings his Ccase to the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals, ahd Frieda brings hers to the 11th CirCuit
Court of Appeals, do you think the cases Wwill always
turh out the same?

Freddy Federal Freida Federal
Y 5
v ey
Hawaii =

(9th Circuit)

Florida
(22t0 Circuit)



sually the results will be very simila;, but
not always! Sometimes two circuits will
make very different decisions about the

a "circuit split.”

Florida

powa! A1 Circuit

(9th Circuit)



When there is a circuit split, the Supreme
Court will often hear a case to resolve the
difference. The Supreme Court likes;
best when all the circuits agree!

(22t0 Circuit)

Time for word sCramble #1¢!



Meet State Court Sally! Sally is State Court

Sam’s cousin, and she lives in South Carolina.

South
Carolina




State Court Sam State Court Sally

m'”ﬁp .

/ / o

South
Carolina 4

Hawaii



If Sam brings his Case to the Hawaii Supreme Court,
and Sally brings hers to the South Carolina Supreme
Court, do you thihk the Cases will turh out the same?

Ctate Court Sally

Ctate Court Sam

Told 5@ =
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Gouth — y",

aWwaii ;
H Carolina
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Sometimes they might, but sometimes
they will not. The Hawaii state court
system s totally separate from the South
o Carolina court system! Every state-has

different laws, and every state’s courzire
free to make their own d?cisions.

—

P
Hawaii =~ \? South = v

Carolina

Time for word sCramble #15!



Name the two court systems!

This one’s easy!



Name the two court systems!

1) State court system
2) Federal court system




The U.S. Court of Appeals is
divided into regions Called:

A. Areas
B. Districts
C. Circuits

Its practically a
giveaway!



The U.S. Court of Appeals is
divided into regions Called:

A. Areas
B. Districts

@Circuits

Way to go!




Where can you find a District Court?

A. There’s one in every CirCuit
B. There’s at |least ohe in every state
C. There’s onhe on every corner

You know this
one!



Where can you find a District Court?

A. There’s one in every CirCuit

There’s at [east one in every state

C. There’s onhe on every corner

You know this
one!



If your case is in @ District Court in the 3
Circuit, you Can appeal to a (J.S. Court of
Appeals in the:

A. 15t CirCuit
B. 2 Circuit
C. 37 Circuit
D. Any of the above!

Check the
numbers!




If your case is in @ District Court in the 3
Circuit, you Can appeal to a (J.S. Court of
Appeals in the:

A. 15t CirCuit
2nd Circuit

@Brd Circuit

D. Any of the above!

You gotta stay in
your own circuit!



True or false: If you Cah’t make it to the
Supreme Court, they’ll come to you!

True
False

Remember the
motto?



True Or false: If You Canh’t make it to the
(J.S. Supreme Court, they'll come to you!

True

Have Court, Won't
Travel!



A\ CirCuit court split is what happenhs when:

A. There is a huge earthquake

B. Two Circuits disagree on the Ssame
issue

C. You put a Circuit betweeh two
halves Of @ bahaha with iCe Cream

I love a good circuit
split on a hot day!



A\ CirCuit court split is what happenhs when:

A. There is a huge earthquake

TWO CirCuits disagree on the same
issue

C. You put a Circuit betweeh two

halves Of a bahanha with iCe Cream
ops! Can't win
2 them all!
7




OncCe Freddy starts in Hawaii’s court system,
will his Case ever end up in @ South Caroliha
state court?

A. Yes
B. No

I think I can guess
the answer...



OncCe Freddy starts in Hawaii’s court system,
will his Case ever end up in a South Caroliha
state court?

Those courts are
totally separate!



The judicial system
Iis something I could
really sink my teeth
into!

Id better pack my
bags and start
swimming...

ALL about the
court systems?
But I could go on
for hours!

Id like a triple
circuit split with

I want to be a
Supreme Court
Justice!

Time to uhsCramble the hidden message!



