


THE GROWTH OF CITIES...

Since colonial times, cities played an important role in American
life. The vast majority of people lived in rural areas. However,
farmers often sent crops to cities for sale or shipment.
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You're hired

Factory owners mostly

hired women and children.

Small children were
especially useful in textile
mills because they could
squeeze around the large
machines to change
spindles.

Most people did not see
much difference between
children working in a
factory or on a farm.




ADAY IN THE LIFE OF...

Although the place and type of work may have changed, the
family often stayed together to work. Children worked in over
100 types of jobs.
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WORKING CONDITIONS...

Working hours were long—12 hours a day, 6 days a week. Farmers put
in long hours, but worked shorter hours in winter. Factory workers, by
contrast, worked nearly the same hours all year round.
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Large, heaving,
and dangerous
equipment was
very common
for children to
be using or
working near.
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ASTEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION...




Laws

1832

New England unions condemn
child labor.

1836

Massachusetts requires
children under 15 working in
factors to attend school at least
3 months / year.

1842

Massachusetts limits children’s
work days to 10 hours.

OTHER PHYSICAL EFFECTS

CHILDREN MAY ESCAPE THE COG_ i
OF THE MACHINE & :
BUT

DEADENING EFFECT OF

Long Hours

Monotonous Toil

Lack of Proper Recreation
Loss of Education

Vicious Surroundmgs




Laws (continued)

1883

New York successfully
sponsors legislation
prohibiting cigar making in
tenements, where
thousands of young children
work in the trade.

1938

For the first time, minimum
ages of employment and
hours of work for children

are regulated by federal law.



The Fair Labor Standards Act (1941}

A work week of 40 hours. B

A minimum wage of 40 cents
per hour.

Age 18 as the minimum age
for work in industries
classified as hazardous. No
minimum age was set for
non-hazardous agricultural

employment after school LN S
hours and during vacations. SH BETTER
Children aged 14 and 15 o ' R e

could be employed in non-
manufacturing, non-mining,
and non-hazardous
occupations outside of school
hours and during vacations
for limited hours.

" B0 :






