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Materials:
Data Cards - Each presents evidence to support answers to the cenfral question

Data Card #1' Slavery .
Passage from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Image of John Steuart Curry’s Mural of John Brown

Passage: , _

“Before he commenced whipping Aunt Hester, he took her into the kitchen, and stripped her from neck
to waist, teaving her neck, shoulders, and back, entirely naked. He then Yold her to cross her hands,
calling her at the same timea _.

After crossing her hands, he tied them with a strong rope, and led her o a stool under a large hock in
the joist, put in for the purpese. He made her get upon the stool, and tied her hands Yo the hook. She
now stood fair for his infernal purpose. Her arms were stretched up at their full length, so that she
stood upon the ends of her toes. He then said ta her, "Now, I'll learn you how to disobey my orders!" and
after rolling up his sleeves, he commenced to lay on the heavy cowskin, and soon the warm, red blocd
(amid heart-rending shrieks from her, and horrid oaths from him) came dripping to the floor. T was so
terrified and horror-stricken at the sight, that I hid myself in a closet, and dared not venture out fill

long after the bloody fransaction was over."

Image of John Brown:

tip./ www. kansastravel.org/kansasstatecapitol Atm

Caption:

Northern Abolitionists and Activists pressured the South to change its racist and violent
system. John Brown's violent raid inspired the North to morally oppose the Southern slavery,
while the South defended the rights of its.states,
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/‘a Card #2: Politics
rhe Compromise of 1850

California was admitted as a free state.

The people of Utah and Nevada could decide the issue of slavery for themselves.
Slavery was legally outlawed in Washington DC.

The fugitive slave law was put info effect, forcing Northern states to help refurn slaves.

Rt

Caption: This political compﬁomise actually split the nation further, as only 4 senators voted for
all of these bills, and states’ rights were hurt on both sides, leaving further frustration in the
North and the South. Northern politicians opposed slavery for political reasons - o prevent the
South from gaining more influence in Congress.




sta Card Z3: Southern Secession

T Confed:
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ita Card #4: Northern I ndustry and The Mill

Tion Northern mills produced flour and ‘rex‘riles-f;r profit and depended on the paid labor
of free men and women. The North wanted to defend its industry from the spread of slavery.
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Lfa Card #5; Southern Industry and The Cotton Gin

“Eli Whitney (who died in 1825) could not have foreseen the ways in which his invention would
change society for the worse. The most significant of these was the growth of slavery, While it
was frue that the cotton gin reduced the labor of removing seeds, it did not reduce the need
for slaves to grow and pick the cotton. In fact, the opposite occurred. Cotton growing became
so profitable for the planters that it greatly increased their demand for both land and slave
labor. In 1790 there were six slave states; in 1860 there were 15, From 1790 until Congress
banned the importation of slaves from Africa in 1808, Southerners imported 80,000 Africans.
By 1860 approximately one in three Southerners was a slave.

Because of the cotton gin, slaves now labored on ever-larger plantations where work was more
regimented and relentless. As large plantations spread into the Southwest, the price of slaves
and land inhibited the growth of cities and industries. In the 1850s seven-eighths of all
immigrants settled in the North, where they found 72% of the nation's manufacturing capacity,
The growth of the "peculiar institution" was affecting many aspects of Southern life.”

Caption: The invention of the cotton gin mcrease he growth o'F plantations in the South, and
led to more immigration in the Nor'Th This mcre.ased The divide and the sectionalism of the two
regions. The South wanted to defend the profitable institution of slavery.




