Name:________________________________________
Hammurabi’s Code of Laws

Crimes

Instructions:  Match the crime to the penalty on the back of this handout.  Write the correct letter on the line in front of the crime.
_____ 1. If any one ensnare another, putting a ban upon him, but he can not prove it, then

_____ 2. If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the river and leap into the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall take possession of his house.  But if the river prove that the accused is not guilty, and he escape unhurt,

_____ 3. If any one bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does not prove what he has charged, he shall, if it be a capital offense charged,

_____ 4.  If any one steal the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to death, and also

_____ 5.  If any one steal cattle or sheep, or a donkey, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to a god or to the court, the

_____ 6. If any one find runaway male or female slaves in the open country and bring them to their masters,

_____ 7. If any one break a hole into a house (break in to steal),

_____ 8. If any one is committing a robbery and is caught,

_____ 9. If the robber is not caught, then shall he who was robbed claim under oath the amount of his loss;

_____ 10. If fire break out in a house, and some one who comes to put it out cast his eye upon the property of the owner of the house, and take the property of the master of the house,

_____ 11. If a chieftain or a man (common soldier), who has been ordered to go upon the king’s highway for war does not go, but hires a mercenary, if he withholds the compensation,

_____ 12. If any one take over a waste-lying field to make it arable, but is lazy, and does not make it arable,

_____ 13. If a man rent his field for tillage for a fixed rental, and receive the rent of his field, but bad weather come and destroy the harvest,

_____ 14. If any one owe a debt for a loan, and a storm prostrates the grain, or the harvest fail, or the grain does not grow for lack of water;

_____ 15. If any one be too lazy to keep his dam in proper condition, and does not so keep it; if then the dam break and all the fields be flooded,

_____ 16. If a man let in the water, and the water overflow the plantation of his neighbor,

_____ 17. If, while on the journey, an enemy take away from him anything that he had, the broker shall

_____ 18. If a tavern-keeper (feminine) does not accept corn according to gross weight in payment of drink, but takes money, and the price of the drink is less than that of the corn,

_____ 19. If a “sister of a god” open a tavern, or enter a tavern to drink, then shall this woman be

_____ 20. If a man have no claim on another for corn and money, and try to demand it by force,

_____ 21. If any one fail to meet a claim for debt, and sell himself, his wife, his son and daughter for money or give them away to forced labor:

_____ 22. If any one fail to meet a claim for debt, and he sell the maid-servant who has borne him children, for money,
_____ 23. If any one store corn in another man’s house he shall pay him storage at the rate of

_____ 24. If any one give another silver, gold or anything else to keep,

_____ 25. If any one place his property for safe keeping, and there, either through thieves or robbers, his property and the property of the other man be lost, the owner of the house, through whose neglect the loss took place,

_____ 26. If any one who has not lost his goods state that they have been lost, and make false claims:  if he claims his goods and amount of injury before God,

_____ 27. If any one “point the finger” (slander) at a sister of a god or the wife of anyone, and can not prove it,

_____ 28. If the “finger is pointed” at a man’s wife about another man, but she is not caught sleeping with the other man,

_____ 29. If a man’s wife, who lives in his house, wishes to leave, plunges into debt, tries to ruin her house, neglects her husband, and is judicially convicted:

_____ 30. If a man take a wife, and she bear him no children, and he intend to take another wife:
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Penalties

A. he that ensnared him shall be put to death.

B. thief shall pay thirty-fold therefore; if they belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death.

C. the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to death.

D. be put to death

E. then he who had brought the accusation shall be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of the house that had belonged to his accuser.

F. then shall the community, and…on whose ground and territory and in whose domain it was compensate him for the goods stolen.

G. then he shall be put to death.

H. he shall be put to death before that hole and be buried.

I. the master of the slaves shall pay him two shekels of silver.

J. the injury falls upon the tiller of the soil.

K. in that year he need not give his creditor any grain, he washes his debt-tablet in water and pays no rent for this year.

L. he shall plow the fallow field in the fourth year, harrow it and till it, and give it back to its owner, and for each ten gan (measure of area), ten gur of grain shall be paid.

M. then shall this officer or man be put to death, and he who represented him shall take possession of his house.

N. he shall be thrown into that self-same fire.

O. he shall pay one-third of a mina of silver in every case.

P. burned to death.

Q. she shall be convicted and thrown into the water.

R. swear by god and be free of obligation.

S. he shall pay ten gur of corn for every ten gan of land.

T. then shall he in whose dam the break occurred be sold for money, and the money shall replace the corn which he has caused to be ruined.

U. shall compensate the owner for all that was given to him in charge.  But the owner of the house shall try to follow up and recover his property, and take it away from the thief.

V. even though he has not lost them, he shall be fully compensated for all his loss claimed (i.e., the oath is all that is needed).

W. she shall jump into the river for her husband.

X. this man shall be taken before the judges and his brow shall be marked (by cutting the skin or perhaps hair).

Y. he shall keep her in the house which he has built and support her so long as she lives.

Z. if her husband offer her release, she may go on her way, and he gives her nothing as a gift of release.  If her husband does not wish to release her, and if he take another wife, she shall remain as servant in her husband’s house.

AA. they shall work for three years in the house of the man who bought them, or the proprietor, and in the fourth year they shall be set free.

AB. the money which the merchant has paid shall be repaid to him by the owner of the slave, and she shall be freed.

AC. one gur for every five ka of corn per year.

AD. he shall show everything to some witness, draw up a contract, and then hand it over for safekeeping.
