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THE CRUSADES

A QUEST FOR THE HOLY LAND



CRUSADES

• A long series or Wars between 
Christians and Muslims

• They fought over control of 
Jerusalem which was called 
the Holy Land because it was 
the region where Jesus had 
lived, preached and died



CAUSES OF THE CRUSADES

Muslim Turks 
captured Jerusalem
from the Byzantine

Empire

Muslims stopped
Christians from

Visiting Holy Land

Christian pilgrims
were attacked

Byzantine Empire
feared attack on 
Constantinople



THE CALL TO ARMS

• Pope Urban II called for the 
defeat of the Turks, returning 
the Holy Land to the Christians



WHO ANSWERED THE CALL?

•Feudal Lords

•Knights

•Peasants



THE FIRST CRUSADE (1096-1099)

• Peasant army
• Untrained

• Lacked military equipment

• Many killed by Muslim Turks

• Knights
• Succeeded in capturing Jerusalem



SECOND CRUSADE (1147-1149)

• After victory many Christians went back home.

• The Turks eventually took back much of the territory.

• King of France and Emperor of Germany sent troops to stop the Turks.



SECOND CRUSADE (1147-1149)

• Saladin leads the Muslim Turks to 
victory, defeating the Christians

• * He was considered a very 
wise ruler. He was known for 
his sometimes kind treatment 
of fallen enemies. Many 
Christians saw him as a model 
of knightly chivalry.



THIRD CRUSADE (1189-1192)

• King Richard of England convinces 
the Turks to allow Christians to 
visit the Holy Land



CRUSADES CONTINUE THROUGH 
1200’S

• Several more crusades attempted with no victories for the Christians

• Children’s crusade, - 30,000 soldiers - many of them under 12 years old – Never made it to the 
Holy Land 



RESULTS OF THE CRUSADES

• I = Information – Ships, Maps, Knowledge from the ancient Greeks and 
Romans 

• F = Feudalism declines because Feudal lords die or spend too much 
money on military.

• T = Turks still rule the Holy Land 
• T = Travel – Europeans want to travel more
• T = Trade – Europeans want product from the East such as sugar, cotton, 

silk, spices, etc. 
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ORIGINS
• Originated in Mongolia’s Gobi desert

• Moved along the Silk Road to Black Sea

• Bacteria carried by fleas, lived on black rats

• Major trade/commercial cities were good hosts

• Sicily in 1347, England 1348, culminating in Russia 1352

• Unstoppable Force

“Victims ate lunch with their friends and dinner with their ancestors in paradise." -Boccaccio
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DISASTER STRIKES
Estimated population of Europe from 1000 to 1352. 

•1000 38 million 

•1100 48 million 

•1200 59 million 

•1300 70 million 

•1347 75 million 

•1352 50 million 

25 million people died in just 

under five years between 

1347 and 1352. 



THE TRUE CAUSE OF THE PLAGUE
• The Swiss scientist Alexandre Yersin discovered the true cause of plague. 

• The bubonic plague, an infectious disease, are caused by microbes that 

   invade the human body. 

• The microbes that cause the plague are a type of bacteria known as the 

   Yersinia pestis. 

• The bubonic plague, however, does not start in humans. 

• Instead it infects only rats and cannot be spread directly from rats to 

   humans. 

• Fleas, which live on the rats for food, abandon the rat when the rat dies. 

• If these fleas then find a human the, Yersinia pestis is injected into the       

   bloodstream. 

•Then the disease can spread from man to man.



How it was Transmitted 
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THE ADVENTURES 
OF 

MARCO POLO
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